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"No, that's the strange part of it—I can't understand. Okiku just
went away when she found out that Otama had become pregnant,"
"Okiku is a most courageous woman," said Ito's wife suddenly, and
Inouye's wife smiled.
Inouye said with a gesture: "Have the couple, Shinko and Hachiro,
any choice?"
"I don't think so, Inouye. I'm sure they haven't."
The women looked at each other for a moment.
Finally Inouye's wife said: "I don't know what Ito-no-okusan
thinks, but I am sure it makes a great difference to the bride."
Between puffs of the cigar, Ito said: "H'm! H'm!"
She continued: "Shinko would be infinitely pleased to have her own
mother tonight. You men can't understand a bride's feelings on her
wedding night."
"Though she looks calm, Shinko is very sensitive, isn't she, Ito?"
"The choice is left in our hands," Ito said to himself, "and if the
bride wishes it that way—"
His wife said: "Maybe Shinko's mood has been caused by the
thought that—"
They turned to her.
"Early this evening, the hairdresser, after some hesitation, told me
that the bride seemed to be worried. A little while ago, too, she re-
marked that no matter how hard and how many times she had put
make-up on Shinko, it all came off. She thought Shinko wiped away
her tears."
"Ha, ha, do they think Shinko has a hidden sweetheart, eh?" Ito
interrupted.
Under the direction of Genro Ito, the wedding rites in the candle-
lighted room had been progressing solemnly*
The master of ceremonies with the thinly-bearded chin conducted
the procedure systematically. The formal exchange of the earthen
saucer filled with cold sake between the bride and the bridegroom
was about to be completed, the bride receiving the last serving of the
nuptial cup.
Ito nodded to the other ndk&udo to begin his utai. The subject of
thef chanting for the happy occasion was, as usual, Takasago.
Inouye raised his half-opened fan before his mouth; all eyes were
on him. He, in turn, glanced through the room which in the mean-
time had been enlarged by removing the slides so that it now included

